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SOMERS CSD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
5/11/21 MEETING MINUTES 
ZOOM VIDEO-CONFERENCE 

 
Members Present 
Lindsay Portnoy, President 
Heidi Cambareri, Vice President  
Ifay Chang, Trustee – arrived at 6:07 pm 
Joseph Marra, Trustee – arrived at 7:25 pm 
MaryRose Joseph, Trustee  
Chadwick Olsen, Trustee 
 

Members Absent 
Michael D’Anna, Trustee  
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

President Lindsay Portnoy called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent, Christopher Platania, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business & Operations; Matthew Carr, Director of HR and Student Svcs. 
 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education goes into Executive Session to discuss the employment history of 
particular persons, and collective bargaining negotiations with the SSRP unit, pursuant to Art 14 of CS Law.   

 
MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 4-0 TIME 6:02 pm 

 
3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education returns to Public Session. 
 

MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 5-0 TIME 6:54 pm 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Christopher Platania, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business & Operations; Matthew Carr, Director of HR and Student Svcs; Kevin Guidotti, Director of Learning; 
Claire Comerford, Assistant Director of Learning; Stacey Elconin, Director of Special Services; Nancy Corrado, 
District Clerk; members of the staff, media and community.   

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Portnoy led those present with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:03 pm 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS 
None  

This meeting was held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 202 relating to the COVID-19 emergency.  
Until further notice, the Board will conduct its meetings by video or telephone conference.  In-person attendance will not be 
permitted.  This meeting has been recorded and posted on the district website.   
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6. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. Proposed 2021-22 Budget 
The floor was opened for public comments on the proposed 2021-22 budget.  There being no public 
comments, the public hearing therefore closed at 7:05 pm. 

 
7. CENTRAL OFFICE REPORT 

A. K-12 Schedule Update  
Mr. Kevin Guidotti introduced adjustments to the schedules in all buildings for 21/22.  Building 
principals discussed the changes and what a sample schedule will look like.  PES and SIS and SMS 
schedules include a WIN period.  SMS will go to a trimester schedule and will include a call back 
period also.   SHS will be returning to a rotating/drop block schedule.  SHS will also return to the 
three lunch periods to accommodate social distancing.  Once the schedules are finalized, 
communication will go out to parents.  Discussion took place.   
 

8. BOARD ACTION 
A. Personnel 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Personnel Agenda. 
 

MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 
 

B. Business 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Business Agenda. 
 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 6-0 

Chris Platania discussed the agenda items. 
 

C. Revised 2020-21 SCSD Calendar 
RESOLVED, that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education of the 
Somers Central School District, hereby accepts that the previously adopted 2020/21 Somers Central School 
District calendar be revised to reflect the change to June 18, 2021, which will now be observed as Juneteenth. 
 
MOVED Chadwick Olsen SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 

 
D. Stipulation of Settlement 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Superintendent of Schools is hereby authorized and empowered to execute the 
Stipulation of Settlement signed on April 3, 2021 by the parent of student # *386, and the Superintendent is 
further authorized to take all action necessary to effectuate the terms of this Agreement. 
 
MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 6-0 

 
E. West-Put School Boards Association Budget for 2021/22 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Somers Central School District hereby approves the 
Westchester-Putnam School Boards Association’s proposed 2021/22 Budget and Executive Board Nominating 
Slate, as per attached, and instructs the District Clerk to complete the ballot on its behalf. 
 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 6-0 

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL 

Maryanne Harkins thanked all parties for keeping our schools open, grateful as a community for this.  Ms. Harkins 
encouraged the Board to be mindful of its discussions, feels it’s not the right forum to be political in nature, and 
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everyone benefits when the Board stays focused on education.  Ms. Harkins urged the Board to share the varied 
opinions in a professional manner.   
 

10. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS-  
Trustee Chad Olsen complimented the district for the many resources it has with many dedicated and caring 
professionals, and urged families to reach out to the schools if their child needs help in any way.  Mr. Olsen also 
reminded everyone to be thoughtful and kind, because one moment of kindness can change the trajectory of 
someone’s day in a very significant way.   Trustee Ifay Chang offered his thoughts that because there were no 
public comment on the budget today, it was good news, means administration did a good job.  Dr. Chang urged 
everyone to come out to vote.  Trustee MaryRose Joseph also urged voters to come out to support the budget.  
Mrs. Joseph complimented school leaders on the schedule changes.  Vice President Heidi Cambareri mentioned 
teacher appreciation week and expressed extreme gratitude to all teaching staff.   Mrs. Cambareri also reminded 
people to go out and vote on Tuesday.  Trustee Joseph Marra thanked Dr. Blanch, the administration and teachers.  
Mr. Marra brought up; the US news article that came out listing the best high schools, curios why we don’t rank 
higher when we do such a great job here.  President Lindsay Portnoy mentioned the news report, feels 
overemphasizes ranks and is more of a detriment.  Dr. Portnoy urged not to put too much credence on standardized 
testing, believes our district has done an extraordinary job of staying open not just in our county but also across the 
nation.  The administration has continued to push that our children stay in school as much as possible.  Dr. Portnoy 
also thanked teachers.  Dr. Portnoy addressed the role of the Board as a governing body to establish policies, to 
oversee the superintendent and to put forth a respectable fiscal budget.  Dr. Portnoy encouraged people to come to 
more board meetings, to come out and vote for the budget, the energy contract, and vote for your trustees.   
 

11. SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS 
Dr. Blanch briefly addressed the topic of the high school rankings mentioning that some of our amazing programs 
are not included in the rankings such as PLTW, Pre-engineering and IB courses.  In addition, our algebra is given in 
8th grade, not 9th and a number of our students are taking accelerated geometry in 8th grade.  Dr. Blanch has a query 
in to the news report to see if we’re missing something.  Dr. Blanch addressed returning to school proper in the fall, 
eLearning will not be an option.  We will be in school 100% unless something happens and we need to pivot.                
Finally, Dr. Blanch mentioned the power of words, thanked our teachers, our custodians and maintenance teams, our 
technology team, our transportation folks, our administration team, food services.  We were reminded this year of 
all the work that takes place to make this organization function, it doesn’t just happen.  Dr. Blanch thanked our 
children, who have been amazing how they’ve loved and cared for one another, plus our community members and 
volunteers helping with various functions.  No way all this could happen without all the individuals’ collective 
efforts.  Thank you to everyone. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
RESOLVED, that this Special Meeting/Workshop of the Board of Education be adjourned.   

 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 6-0 TIME 9:00 pm 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
        Nancy Corrado 
        Clerk of the Board of Education 
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